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WARNING ABOUT ROCK CLIMBING

Climbing is a sport which can result in serious injury or death. Read the advice 
below before you climb using this guide.

In Oman you climb entirely at  your  own risk.  There is no mountain rescue or 
specialist  assistance  available  in  the  event  of  an  accident  in  the  mountains. 
Medical attention could take a very long time to arrive, if at all, at the scene of an 
accident. Climbers take full responsibility for their safety and the safety of their 
partners. 

The author cannot assure the accuracy of the information in this guide, including 
the route descriptions and the difficulty ratings. These are subjective and depend 
on  the  physical  characteristics  such  as  height,  experience,  technical  ability, 
confidence and physical  fitness  of  the  climber  who  supplied  the  ratings.  The 
physical condition of the rock or the fixed equipment may be modified by weather 
extremes, rockfall or vandalism. 

Therefore be warned that you must exercise your own judgement with regards to 
the route location, description, difficulty and your ability to safely protect yourself 
from  the  risks  of  rock  climbing.  Examples  of  these  risks  are:  falling  due  to 
technical difficulty or holds breaking off, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped 
by  other  climbers,  equipment  failure  and  failure  of  protection  including  fixed 
protection such as bolts. 

You  should  not  depend  on  any  information  gleaned  from this  guide  for  your 
personal safety.  Your safety depends on your own experience, equipment and 
climbing skill. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb any route 
described in this guide, do not attempt it. 

Introduction
 
Hotel California is a 130m high crag which is 2-300m up a small wadi which flows 
into Wadi Daykah.  This wadi comes into Wadi Daykah 2.2km from the “upper” 
graded  road  entrance  to  the  wadi  (not  the  Hail  Al  Ghafl  entrance)  or  4.4km 
upstream from the main Middle Canyon climbing area. It  is named after some 
graffiti which was painted on the cliffs in the early 90’s (now faded away) above a 
big water pool (was the best one in the wadi).  As you drive up Wadi Daykah 
approaching the intersection of 2 smaller wadis on your left, you will see (behind 
the massive rock/boulder embankments which have been built up everywhere) a 
deep pool on the left under a pointed cliff, take an immediate left and follow the 
car tracks across some soft black sand and round the corner to the right a further 
200m to Hotel California on your left. 

The crag has currently only had a few visits for bolting, but there is great potential 
for many more routes. This guide serves as an introduction to the crag and will be 
updated after the ’08 winter season. The crag faces South West and is in the sun 
until 3 o’clock on winter days. 
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How to Get There 

Gear and Ethics

The rock is generally good at the bottom but the whole cliff is fractured and care 
should be taken when climbing higher. Belayers should wear a helmet and take a 
protected stance. At the top part of the cliff there are big sharp flakes which can 
be knocked off. These also tend to catch your rope when abseiling off. There is a 
walk off to the left down a scree slope/gully.   

Be aware  that  climbing in  many areas in  Oman within  7-10 days  of  rain can 
cause many reliable holds to break off. Many routes depend on holds which are 
cemented on the rock with mud. After rain the mud needs at least a week to bake 
and harden again. 

There  are  7  bolted  routes  so  far,  equipped  by  Ray and  Jamie  Corbett,  Kim 
Hugelet,  Kim Vaughn and Pierre  with  help  from Read and Naomi  Macadam. 
There are also some routes with bolted belays for toprope or trad climbing. There 
is a 6 pitch trad climb to the top with bolted belays. 
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The Climbs

Climbs are (from left to right): 

Lunacy - Climb just on the right side of the arête. Try it with a full moon. 
(5b, 25m)

Midnight  Cowboy  -  Bouldery  start,  straight  up  the  face.  Another  night  time 
favourite. 
(6a, 25m)

Midnight Madness - Entertaining crack climbing.
(Trad, VS, (F5a), 20m)

Can of Whup-Ass - Check out the can of custard powder in the crack halfway up. 
 (Trad, VS, (F5a) 20m)

Californication - Follow the arête and finish on the face.
(5b, 30m, 9 bolts)  
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Life in the Fast Lane - The face climb very close to the shady arête on the right 
but don’t be tempted to lean over for rest. A choice to go right or left at the top. Go 
left and it’s a stretch to the final bolt, but a very nice zig-zag crack line makes it 
worthwhile.
(6a+, 30m, 11 bolts)

New Kid in Town - Follow the shady arête. Shares bolts with LITFL. First ascent 
by Jamie Corbett (12)
(5b, 30m, 11 bolts)

Pierre/JP Project - 2 pitches, bolted, (anchor out of picture) details to follow.
(6a?, 40m)

Desperado - Challenging face climbing. Can be toproped using the bolted belay 
above the ledge.
(TR, 6b, 10m)

Stiff Little Fingers - Very consistent finger width crack climbing. Bring your nuts.
(Trad, HVS, (F5c), 10m)

California Dreamin - A trad climb of six pitches with a bit of bridging required on 
the second pitch. All belays are bolted. There is a walk off to the left down a gully 
which  takes  10-15  minutes  back  to  the  cars.  The  rope  tends  to  get  stuck  if 
abseiling down the face. A 30m rope is fine and pitches can be linked together on 
lead.
(Trad, HVS, (5c), 130m)

Charono - Put up by Bill and Pierre, details to follow. 
(5b, 30m, 11 bolts)
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