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A WARNING ABOUT ROCK CLIMBING 
Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or killed. Read this before you use 
this guide. 
In Oman you climb entirely at your own risk.  There is no mountain emergency service 
trained in high-angle rescue.  Medical attention could take a very long time to arrive at the 
scene of a climbing accident.  Climbers take full responsibility for their safety and the 
safety of their partners. 
The authors cannot assure the accuracy of any of the information in this guide, including 
the route descriptions and the difficulty ratings. These are subjective and depend on the 
physical characteristics such as height, experience, technical ability, confidence and 
physical fitness of the climber who supplied the ratings.  The physical condition of the rock 
or the fixed equipment may be modified by weather extremes, rockfall or vandalism. 
Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgement with regard to the route 
location, description, difficulty and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of 
rock climbing. Examples of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or holds 
breaking off, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, equipment failure 
and failure of protection including fixed protection such as bolts.
You should not depend on any information gleaned from this guide for your personal 

safety. Your safety depends on your own experience, equipment and climbing skill. If you 
have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb any route described in this guide, do not 
attempt it. 
 
Introduction 
 
Kubrah Canyon, a.k.a. Secret Canyon, is a quiet and beautiful place to climb.  The rock is 
good, though sharp in places. At the time of writing, there are twenty equipped routes. 
Almost all of these sport routes range in difficulty from French 5b to 6c, so it is a great site 
for beginning and intermediate climbers. There is also an excellent sector of unequipped 
crack climbs and many other trad possibilities for those who like to slot nuts. Good 
bouldering can be found at the entrance to the canyon and on scattered blocks further in.  
Kubrah Canyon has something for every climber! 
 
Climbing has been going on in the canyon since the late 1980s.  According to Rock 
Climbing in Oman by R. A. McDonald (p.121):  “Most of the crack routes were first climbed 
during explorations by Carl Hills, Garth Bradshaw and Al Hillyer in the winter of 1987-8.  
Other routes were opened by Tony Howard’s survey team in 1989-90.”  Bolts were placed, 
usually as belays, on several routes at that time.   
 
The sport routes described in this guide were put up in the winter of 2007-2008, thanks to 
Kim who wanted a climbing site closer to home.  A huge thank you goes also to  Santi 
Padros, Annabella Firtlough, Vince Hempsall and Mel Welsh who joined us to put up the 
first routes. The equippers do not claim first ascents; it is likely that many of these ‘new’ 
routes were done in the past, but we could find no documentation of previous ascents.   
 
Climbing here is best in the winter months.   From mid-November through mid-February, 
many of the routes are in the shade from about noon.  On into March and April the shade 
arrives later and later, but there is usually a nice breeze in the afternoons as some 
compensation.  Even in late April there is shade on the Hoppin’ John sector from 3 p.m.; 
starting there and working back towards the main face as the sun gets lower makes it 
possible to spend an afternoon climbing in reasonable comfort. 
 



Gear and ethics 
 
Helmets and vigilance are necessary for belayers!  Although the routes were cleaned 
when they were equipped, loose rock is still a real possibility.   
 
Routes were equipped with 10 and 12 mm expansion bolts.  All belays have two bolts, 
usually with two Fixe welded rings for descending. Five of the sport routes are longer than 
30 meters and thus require a 70 meter rope.  The other routes, and any of the trad routes 
which have bolted belays, can be climbed with a 60 meter rope. Twelve quickdraws and a 
couple of slings for the belay are adequate for all bolted routes.  
 
Kubrah Canyon is used by people from the village of Hassanat.  Goats go up and down 
the canyon, and it is not unusual to meet one of the goat herders when he comes home at 
the end of the afternoon.  Sometimes others from the village will come to collect firewood.  
It is important to remember that continued access to climbing depends on maintaining 
good relations with the villagers.  Keep in mind local customs regarding clothing and 
alcohol.  And please do not bring your dog to the site!  Dogs chasing goats will lead to real 
problems with the villagers. 
 
Finally, Kubrah Canyon is quite clean and free of litter.  Please help keep it that way!  
Take your trash out of the canyon, and if you see something that somebody else forgot, 
take that out too.  Cigarette butts are trash! In this environment they will not decompose, 
so take them out. 
 
How to get there 
 
A great advantage of Kubrah Canyon is its accessibility. The parking is less than an hour’s 
drive from the Muscat International Airport.  A 4-WD vehicle is not necessary; all but the 
last kilometre is on tarmac, and the short bit on a graded track is flat and possible for cars. 
There is an easy 15 minute walk from the parking to the routes. 
 
From Muscat, take the coast road in the direction of Sohar to the Barka roundabout. Turn 
left there in the direction of Nakhal and Rustaq. After about 16 km, a Shell petrol station 
will be seen on the left. Approximately 2 km after that, turn left on a rather rough tarmac 
road signposted for Al Ajal and Hasanat. After 2.3 km or so, turn right on a good tarmac 
road signposted for Hasanat. After about 7 km, the road will turn sharply left and dip down 
to cross a wadi. A few hundred meters further on, turn right on another tarmac road, 7.8 
km from the turn. Go only about 50 meters or so, then turn left off the tarmac onto a dirt 
track. Follow it around toward the obvious canyon entrance. There is a fenced-in test well 
at the end of the track. Park here. (GPS 23° 26’48N, 057° 52’52E  UTM 40 590004E 
2593235N). The path goes over the gray limestone rocks into the canyon.  Follow it to the 
wadi bed, then go up the wadi for another few hundred meters until you find the routes.  
 
Index of equippers 
KB  Kim Vaughn and Bill Huguelet 
SA  Santiago Padros and Annabella Firtlough 
VM  Vincent Hempsall and Melissa Welsh 
SH  Soren Henningsen 
JO  Jakob Oberhauser 
 
The Routes 
 
Sectors are described in the order that you reach them walking in: 



Crack Sector 
 
This sector is trad only on 
excellent rock. Climbers will 
need a full rack of nuts, hexes 
and cams.  Gear placement, 
especially large nuts and h
is easy.  This is a good area for
gaining experience using trad
gear.  There is a 2 bolt belay 
(thanks Ross!) at about 30 
meters up the face. It is 
possible to toprope most of the
crack lines from this belay.  
Three meters to the right and 
slightly below the belay bolts, 
there is a piton in a crack 
marked by a very old sling.  It is 
possible to use this as a 
directional (not as an anchor!) 
to toprope further to the right.  
The route shown in the photo is 
Crack the Ripper [5b trad 
only].  The other crack lines a
similar in difficulty. See 
McDonald for more information. 
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Roof Sector 
 
A few meters beyond the cracks is a large roof with an 
orange-colored triangle below it. There are two routes 
here. 
 
Soarin’ [6b+ 35 meters SH / B] An imposing climb w
tricky face moves followed by a dicey traverse above
the big roof, then back right to a comfortable belay.  
Take long draws, and don’t pull too hard on some of
flakes.  (The first 5 bolts were added in 2007; the upp
bolts were placed long before. There is a second pitch, 
trad only, to a belay of unknown security.) 
 
T
Reasonable protection; keep a big cam for the
the biceps traverse.  Existing belay is one old bolt with 
an old carabiner and a piton dangling from an aging 
rope sling. 
 
 



Snakebite Sector 
About 100 meters up the canyon from the Roof Sector. 
 
Pleasure Dome [6c trad only] (not pictured; 6 meters to the left of Snakebite; see 
McDonald) Up the crack, an awkward move right, then onwards to a bolted belay. 
 
Snakebite [6c 8 bolts KB]  Watch where you put your feet or you might get bitten at the 
beginning of the climb.  More venomous moves await higher up.  Shares a belay with 
Kokopelli. 
 
Kokopelli [6c 8 bolts KB] The start is the crux, but don’t toot the flute until you’re at the 
belay. 
 
The Bulge [6c 5 bolts KB]  Don’t use up all your energy down low; you’ll battle all the 
way to the top. 
 
Wasta Matter [6b 7 bolts KB] Will that big flake hold?  It was solid when the route went 
up… Shares a belay with O Negative. 
 
O Negative [6a+ 7 bolts KB] Blood was shed putting up this route. 
 
Infidelity [6a+ 6 bolts KB] Even the faithless can have fun. 
 
Oscar in Felix Arabia [5b 6 bolts KB] Stay happy with an athletic start, some thin face 
moves, then a cruise up the crack.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 Long Routes 
Just a few steps to the right of Oscar. These 4 routes require a 70 meter rope. 
 

 
The Big Discussion [6a 11 bolts 
35 meters SA] After a tricky 
beginning in the corner, the 
moves are easier but always fun.  
Don’t leave without doing this 
route! 
 
Yummy Mommy [5c 10 bolts 33 
meters VM] Mom won’t be there 
to help if you get in trouble, so 
stay alert if you find yourself in an 
awkward position.  Bolt number 5 
needs a long quickdraw. 
 
Goat Dancing  [5b 10 bolts 32 
meters KB] A classic climb; don’t 
miss it! Not technically difficult, 
but you will need to stay 
concentrated. 
 
Jebel Apparition [6a 11 bolts 35 
meters SA/KB] A haunting route, 
especially when you are looking 
for a handhold to get past the 5th 
bolt.  Put a long quickdraw on the 
4th bolt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 Short Routes 
These are short, athletic and fun.  They are just to the right of Jebel Apparition. 
 
Don’t Worry About the Myrrh Next Time [6a 5 bolts KB] You may need to spread your 
legs to get past the crux, but it’s worth it.  More fun to stay left of the 4th bolt.  Shares a 
belay with Frankinsensibility. 
 
Frankinsensibility  [6b 5 bolts KB]  A couple of very awkward moves, more difficult 
since a key hold snapped off. Easier for tall people. 
 
Goldbrickers [6a+ 4 bolts KB] You can’t slack off on this one.   
 
The Grouse [6b 5 bolts KB]  That petroglyph is a grouse, isn’t it? A good route for 
laybackers and contortionists.  A longer reach helps at the second crux. 
 
Krak des Chevaliers [5a trad only KB] (not pictured) 3 or 4 meters to the right of The 
Grouse, look for a vertical crack line with a large smooth scoop to the left.  There is good 
protection and a 2-bolt belay just below the bush.  Possible to toprope the slab around the 
corner from the same anchor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Hoppin’ John Sector 
Walk up the wadi and around the corner 100 meters or 
so beyond The Grouse.  
 
Hoppin’ John [6b 5 bolts KB]  A traditional New 
Year’s Day meal.  Now sink your teeth into the jams 
and laybacks on this ultra-smooth rock.  Where has all 
the friction gone? 
 
Leapin’ Lizards  [6a+ 5 bolts KB] To get to the 6a+ 
part, you have to first get into the crack.  Leaping 
probably won’t help; cheater stones are a last resort. 
 
Raindogs  [7b 4 bolts JO]There isn’t much to pull on 
and what’s there is either too smooth or too sharp. 
 
Malacara [5c 7 bolts KB]  15 meters to the right of 
Raindogs.  You need balance and willpower to get up 
this bad face.  Short people may curse the clip at bolt 
number 6. (Larry leads Malacara in the photo.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


